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1852. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 
Read at the Anniversary Meeting, 24th May. 

The Council have again to congratulate the Society upon its 
satisfactory condition, as exhibited not only in the healthy state 
of the finances, but also by the progressive increase of its mem- 
bers, the number of which elected since the last anniversary is 
50, whilst the vacancies amount only to 20, of which 16 are from 
death. 

Honorary and Corresponding Members. — Upon the proposition 
of the Council three honorary and three corresponding members 
have been elected during the past year, viz. : — His Imperial 
Highness the Grand Duke Constantine, President of the Imperial 
Geographical Society of St. Petersburg; Lieut.-General de 
Skribaneck, Chief of the Imperial Geographical Institute of 
Vienna; and Henry Grinnell, Esq., President of the Geo- 
graphical Society of New York, — as Honorary members ; and Don 
Pascual Madoz, author of the 'Diccionario Geografico-Estadis- 
tico-Historico de Espafia y sus Posesiones de Ultramar ;' Professor 
Hermann Abich, known for his explorations in the Caucasus ; and 
Prince Emmanuel Galitzin, author of a geographical work on 
Finland, and member of the Geographical Societies of St. Peters- 
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burg and Paris, — as Corresponding members. The Council at the 
same time mention with regret the death of the Baron C. A. de 
Walckenaer, member of the Institute of France ; of the Rev. Padre 
Inghirami, of Florence, so long active Honorary members of the 
Society ; and of the Rev. Ch. Giitzlaff, the learned Chinese scho- 
lar, and one of its Corresponding members. 

Finances. — The funded capital of the Society, consisting of 
2224/. 1*. 1(W. in the public stocks,' remains unaltered since last 
year. 

On reference to the accounts laid before the Society at the last 
anniversary, it will be seen that the estimated income for the cur- 
rent year was 11027. 16s. 9%d. It has actually realised 1227/. 5s., 
or 124/. 8s. 2$d. more than was calculated upon. Including the 
balance in hand on the 1st of January last, the disposable income 
of the Society for this year is estimated at 1342/. 13s. 10«?. 

A summary of the receipts and expenditure of the Society for 
the years 1849, 1850, and 1851, is annexed to the yearly accounts 
herewith, in continuation of the tabular statements in vols. xvi. 
and xix., which exhibit the financial state of the Society's affairs 
from its commencement in 1830 to the 31st of December, 1851. 

It is but due to your Secretary, Dr. Norton Shaw, to state, that 
the satisfactory results exhibited during the last years are in a great 
measure due to his zeal and good management : fully satisfied of 
which, the Council have thought fit to raise his salary to 200/. from 
that of 150/. per annum, which, in the low state of the Society's 
funds when he undertook the office of Secretary and Editor of 
your Journal, was all they were then able to propose to him. 
This increase they doubt not you will sanction, considering how 
materially the annual income of the Society, as well as the 
appearance of the Journal, during the last three years, has been 
improved. 
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Arrears. — To Dr. Shaw's exertions also must very mainly be 
ascribed the recovery of so large a portion (upwards of 250Z.) of 
the arrears due to the Society when he became your Secretary. 
After a careful examination of those still outstanding, and repeated 
efforts in vain to recover them, your Council have determined to 
close the account by striking off" the list of the Society the name 
of every defaulter owing more than three years' subscriptions. 

The Library Fund of 224/. 15s., originally subscribed by 
individual members of the Society, for the specific use of the library, 
being now exhausted, the Council have appropriated the sum of 
100Z. out of the increased income for the present year to be ex- 
pended upon the same. 

Publications. — Since the last anniversary, the 21st volume. of 
the Society's Journal has been published. 

The Catalogue of the Library (already announced as in prepa- 
ration) has been likewise published, and is another exemplification 
of the industry of your Secretary. For the extra labour bestowed 
upon its compilation the Council had awarded the sum of 501. to 
him, when Mr. Greenough (who has taken great personal in- 
terest and trouble in the matter), with much liberality proposed to 
take upon himself the expense, by making a donation for the same 
purpose of a corresponding amount to the Society. The Catalogue 
will in consequence be delivered free of expense to the Fellows. 

The following Public Institutions and Libraries have during 
the last year been added to the list of those to whom the publica- 
tions of the Society are presented : — The Library of the Foreign 
Office, the Free Library of Manchester, the University Library of 
Christiania, the Society of Natural History of Geneva, the Aca- 
demy of Sciences of Vienna, the Academy of Sciences of Madrid, 
the Lombardo-Veneto Institute at Milan, the Imperial Geogra- 
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phical Society of St. Petersburg, the University Library of Tubin- 
gen, the Congress Library of Washington, and the Library of the 
Royal Society of Van Diemen's Land. 

Accessions to Library. — Additions have been made to the 
Library since the last anniversary of 593 volumes of Books and 
Pamphlets, and 732 sheets of Maps and Charts, a list of which is 
laid on the table, and will as usual be printed in the Journal. The 
munificent present from the Imperial Geographical Institute of 
Austria, mentioned at the last anniversary, has been since received, 
as has been also the valuable bequest of Instruments from our late 
Fellow, Mr. Robert Shedden. Among the other accessions during 
the past year the following may be more especially mentioned : — 
The Great Geographical Dictionary of Spain, in 16 vols. 4to., by 
Madoz ; Carta Geometrica de Galicia, in 10 sheets, by Don 
Ramon de la Sagra; Berghaus' Physical Atlas, in 2 vols, folio, 
2nd edition ; Schoolcraft's Indian Tribes of the United States, 
folio ; The Contributions to Knowledge by the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution of Washington ; The Maps and Charts published by the 
United States Government ; The Imperial Statistical Atlas of 
Russia, in 15 sheets ; The additional 35 sheets of the Survey of 
the kingdom of Wirtemberg ; The Charts published by the Depot 
de la Marine of France ; The Transactions of the Society of 
Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen, and of other foreign bodies ; 
The Topographical Maps of the Canton of St. Gallen, by Mr. 
Ziegler ; and The Charts published by the Hydrographic Office 
of the Admiralty. 

Royal Premium. — The Council have this year awarded the 
Founder's Medal to Dr. John Rae, in the employ of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, for his Survey of Boothia under most severe 
privations in 1848, and for his recent explorations on foot and in 
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boats of the Coasts of Wollaston and Victoria Lands, by which 
very important additions have been made to the Geography of the 
Arctic Regions. 

The Patron's Medal has been conferred upon Captain Henry 
Strachey, of the Honourable East India Company's Service, for his 
extensive Explorations and Surveys in Western Tibet, as laid down 
in Maps, which have been submitted to the Council. 
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